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ProfTan said: “Students with dif-
ferent inclinations and strengths
will have more options.”

Professor Kam Chan Hin, senior
associate provost of undergraduate
education at Nanyang Technologi-
cal University, said industry needs
and global trends are constantly
changing. He added: “Students also
possess interests in different areas
and are looking for non-traditional
types of degree programmes to suit
their career goals.”

In particular, the neweruniversi-
ties, such as the Singapore Insti-
tute of Technology (SIT), Singa-
pore University of Technology and
Design (SUTD) and SIM University
(UniSIM), have introduced some
unique coursesinrecentyears.

SIT, for instance, has offered
coursesin the hospitality business,
pharmaceutical engineering and
game design.

Its game design degree, awarded
by the DigiPen Institute of Tech-
nology - dubbed the Harvard Uni-
versity for game developers - pro-
duces graduates who are adept at
creating interactive experiences,
from online shopping systems to
museum tours.

SIT’s pharmaceutical engineer-

ing course, built on a curriculum
where engineering and science in-
tersect, grooms graduates who can
work not only in the pharmaceuti-
cal industry, but also other sectors
such as food andlife sciences.

Professor Loh Han Tong, SIT prov-
ost, said these niche courses have
proven popular. He added: “In some
cases, the programmes were over-
subscribed by more than 10 times.”

Classes for SIT’s courses are kept
small, ranging between 50 and 150
students per intake.

Prof Loh noted that over the past
three years, there has been a
steadyincreasein the intake. How-
ever, he added that the intake num-
bers have to be “carefully managed
in response to industry needs and
demands”.

Over at UniSIM - the only pri-
vate university in Singapore -
niche courses include translation
and interpretation, and human fac-
torsin safety.

UniSIM president Cheong Hee
Kiat said the university is dedicat-
ed to meeting industry needs in
niche butimportant areas.

The translation and interpreta-
tion course, besides providing
strong foundations in Chinese and
English, introduces students to the
latest translation technology.

Students also get to experience
using interpretation laboratories,
which help to hone their skills in si-
multaneous interpreting, for in-
stance.

The two labs are equipped with a
main control station each, where a
teacher can play an audio clip. One
lab has interpretation booths and
the other has training stations.

In these booths and stations, stu-
dents have to translate the clip
from one language to another.

UniSIM’s human factors course -
the first of its kind here — equips stu-
dents with knowledge of human
abilities and limitations so that they
cantackle workissues including de-
signing an environment that im-
proves safety or performance.

SUTD, which enrolled its first
batch of students in 2012, offers a
few unique courses in areas such as
engineering product development.

Students are exposed to at least
20 projects during their course of
study, and are encouraged to bring
their innovations to life at the
24-hour fabrication laboratory,
which has devices ranging from la-
ser cutters to 3D printers.

SUTD noted that its student in-
take has grown progressively. Its
pioneer cohort of about 300 stu-
dents graduated last August, and it

has just admitted its fifth batch, of
about 460 students.

Some students enrolled in the
newer universities said they chose
them because of the specialised
courses or the unique approach.

Ms Aurielle Nicole Cheok, a sec-
ond-year SIT student, signed up for
a hospitality business course — one
of the niche offerings - and does
notregret pursuing her passion.

The 22-year-old discovered alove
for interacting with people from
around the world while studying for
a tourism and resort management
diplomahere.

“Although it is challenging, I've
seen how rewarding it is to be
working in this industry,” she said.

Mr Lau Siaw Young, 24, chose
SUTD’s popular information sys-
tems technology and design course
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Ms Cheok, a
second-year SIT
student enrolled
in a hospitality
business course,
is doing an
internship with
the Pan Pacific
Singapore hotel.
The 22-year-old
says: “Although
it is challenging,
I've seen how
rewarding it is to
be working in
this industry.”
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as he sees growth potential in the
software industry.

The final-year student was drawn
by SUTD’s strong focus on hands-
on projects and said it would be ex-
citing to see if such unique approach-
es will “produce graduates on a par
with or even better than those from
the other universities in Singapore”.
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