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TECHNOLOGY

Rosy job p

Salaries comparable with those
of peers from other unis: Poll

SIT president
Tan Thiam Soon
says its students
are “well
prepared for the
jobs in the
industries they
are aiming for”.
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The Singapore Institute of Technol-
ogy (SIT) is hitting the target in its
aim to nurture “best-in-class spe-
cialists” - graduates with deep
knowledge and skills.

Results of the first graduate em-
ployment survey released by the
six-year-old university yesterday
showed that its graduates enjoyed
job prospects that are comparable
with those of other university grad-
uates here. Most of them are also
hired for positions in the areas that
theywere trained for.

Almost 92 per cent of its gradu-
ates secured jobs within six months
of completing their degree courses.

This is higher than the 90 per
cent employment rate for gradu-
ates from the older universities,
which released their yearly survey
results in February.

The gross median salary of SIT

Headline: Rosy job prospects for SIT graduates

graduates working in full-time jobs
was $3,000 - $200 lower than the
figurereported by the National Uni-
versity of Singapore (NUS), Nan-
yang Technological University
(NTU) and Singapore Management
University.

SIT said the starting salaries of its
graduates differ across industries.
Forinstance, interior design and cu-
linary arts graduates have slightly
lower starting salaries than the oth-
ers. However, as they accumulate
years of work experience, they will
be able to catch up with their peers
in terms of salaries, it added.

But the university noted that the
salaries of its graduates in specific
fields are comparable with those of
their peers from the other universi-
ties.

For example, its nursing gradu-
ates earn a gross median monthly
salary of about $3,500, similar to
that of nursing graduates from
NUS, and its mechanical engineer-
ing graduates’ gross median month-
ly salary of $3,200 is close to that of
their peers with the same qualifica-
tions from NTU.

The survey also showed that the
majority of SIT graduates — a high
87 per cent — go on to work in jobs

related to their fields of study. Al-
most 100 per cent of those with IT
and health and social sciences-relat-
ed degrees took onjobs in the indus-
tries they were trained for.

Of the 1,212 SIT students who
graduated last year, 1,006 took part
in the survey from March to May.
The students surveyed had graduat-
ed with degrees from SIT’s overseas
partners, whichinclude the Techni-
cal University of Munich, the Di-
giPen Institute of Technology and
the Culinary Institute of America.

SIT said it did not have a large
number of graduates in previous
years to carry out such a survey. It
has to doits survey later in the year
than the other universities as its fi-
nal examination dates differ from
theirs.

SIT, which opened in 2009 to of-
fer degree pathways to polytechnic
graduates, started its own degree
programmes last year. This year, it
added more of its own degrees and
increasedits total intake to 2,080.

During the National Day Rally in
August, Prime Minister Lee Hsien
Loong announced that the universi-
ty, which now runs its courses at its
satellite campuses in the five poly-
technics, will increase its yearly in-

take to 3,500 by 2020 and have a
centralised campusin Punggol.

SIT president Tan Thiam Soon
said the high employment rate,
competitive salaries and the fact
that the large majority of SIT gradu-
ates are employed in relevant jobs,
are attributable to the university’s
strong symbiotic relationship with
theindustries.

He said: “Our students are well
prepared for the jobs in the indus-
tries they are aiming for. And there
is huge demand for skilled gradu-
ates in many of these industries,
such as allied health services and
some engineering fields such as
power engineering.”

Occupational therapy graduate
Karishma Kishore Wagle, 23, can
vouch for that.

Just weeks after she completed
her degree offered by Trinity Col-
lege Dublin through SIT, she had
two job offers to choose from.

“lapplied for only two jobsand re-
ceived offers forboth,” said Miss Ka-
rishma, who chose towork as an oc-
cupational therapist with SPD, the
voluntary welfare group that works
with people with disabilities.
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