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GOAL IS TO PREVENT PAPER CHASE FOR ITS OWN SAKE

Need to align wide range
of qualifications: Ye Kung

SINGAPORE - The increasing array of
higher education credentials — rang-
ing from qualifications from vocation-
al institutions, to university degrees
and industry certification — must be
aligned to “speak the same language”
sothat the vision of learning being life-
long, and progressive can be achieved,
said Acting Education Minister (High-
er Education and Skills) Ong Ye Kung.

This includes ensuring that the
quality is up to mark, that the quali-
fications are compatible with market
needs, that they can be linked to lead
to higher qualifications, and that the
industry recognises these qualifica-
tions. Speaking at the OECD-Singa-
pore conference on Higher Education
Futures, Mr Ong noted that beyond

traditional academic qualifications,
thereis a “burgeoning market” for al-
ternative qualifications, which are be-
coming credentials in their own right.

These qualification systems —
which could range from polytechnic
diplomas to Singapore Workforce
Skills Qualifications offered by pri-
vate players — must have “inter-op-
erability”.

“They must speak the same lan-
guage and use similar source codes.
It is imperative that we achieve this,
because this will bring about a signif-
icant step towards making learning
modular, flexible, progressive and life-
long,” said Mr Ong.

He also stressed that academic cre-
dentials will continue to have its place
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What we
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preventis
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onone
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and there is “nothing wrong” with pa-
per qualifications, as they help indus-
tries and employers understand am
employee’s proficiency and knowledge
levels. “What we do want to prevent is
paper chase for its own sake, and an
overemphasis on one particular type
of paper qualification,” he said.

“If we succeed in our effort, we will
have a better balance between knowl-
edge and skills pursuits, between ac-
ademic and competency accomplish-
ments, and across a wide spectrum of
disciplines that is more reflective of
the needs of the economy and personal
aspirations,” he added.

Addressing the 500-strong audi-
ence comprising academics and uni-
versity administrators, Mr Ong spoke
on the SkillsFuture initiative, which
aims to cater to growing societal as-
pirations for higher education.

Singaporeisincreasing the univer-
sity cohort participation rate to 40 per
cent by 2020 — an eightfold increase
from 1980. But it is about adding new
programmes and institutions, and not
just university places. “Itis not a cook-
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ie cutter but a full range — square
pegs, round pegs, all types of fantas-
tical shapes,” he said.

There will be new possibilities as
to what students can learn, with the
introduction of applied learning uni-
versities — SIM University and the
Singapore Institute of Technology.
Learning too will shift to become life-
long, where lines between pre-employ-
ment training and continuing educa-
tion and training will be blurred. The
Internet and workplaces will be offi-
cial platforms for learning, he added.

“Diversity will not merely be in
terms of course choices, but will be
multi-dimensional. It meansrethinking
what we learn, when we learn, where
and how we learn, and the kind of cre-
dentials we achieve at the end of the
training, and how society recognises...
those credentials.” NG JING YNG
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