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Uni for poly grads
seeking degrees set
for major expansion

Minister wants SIT to have central campus
to house its growing student population

SandraDavie
and Pearl Lee

The Singapore Institute of Technol-
ogy (SIT), set up to offer degree op-
portunities to polytechnic gradu-
ates, will be expanded to offer more
courses and take in up to 3,000 stu-
dents a year by 2020, up from this
year’sintake of 2,000 students.

Tohouse the much bigger student
body, Education Minister Heng Sw-
ee Keat has called on the Govern-
ment to allocate space for the uni-
versity to build a central campus.

Currently the university, setup in
2009, runs its courses at its satellite
campuses in the five polytechnics.
Its offices are in Dover Road. “Given
the expansion of SIT and the nature
of SIT courses, such a campus will al-
so enable active interaction and en-
gagement among students, and be-
tween students and their communi-
tyand industry partners.”

Mr Heng made these comments
during a wide-ranging interview
with The Straits Times, in which he
touched upon the different educa-
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tional choices and pathways that
are now available to all Singapore-
ans - irrespective of their family
backgroundsand starting points.

In this context, he mentioned the
“distinctive” model of education be-
ing developed by both SIT and SIM
University (UniSIM), Singapore’s
sixth university which launched
full-time degrees last year, offering
over 200 places in marketing, fi-
nance and accountancy.

This year, UniSIM added a human
resource management degree and
increased its intake to 288. It has
been offering part-time degrees for
working adults since 2005.

Mr Heng said SIT, which offers
over 30 degree courses, can be nim-
ble in launching “niche degrees” to
plug specific needs in industry. “Its
graduates will have interesting path-
waysand career opportunities.”

The two universities offer an ap-
pliedlearningapproach where class-
room learning is integrated with re-
al-life, on-the-job application
through work attachments.

“Students can learn theory in the
classroom and apply it at the work-
place, and take the issues and chal-
lenges they have at the workplace
back to the classroom.”

While SIT concentrates on sci-
ence and technology, UniSIM’s pro-
grammes focus more on business,
managementand human services.

This year, a record 15,000 poly-
technic graduates and A-level
school-leavers entered the six uni-

versities here, raising the cohort’s
entry rate to university to 32 per
cent,up from 30 per cent last year.

Mr Heng said the goal was to hita
40 per cent cohort participation
rate by 2020, and most of the addi-
tional places will come from the ex-
pansion of SIT and UniSIM.

Including part-time degree pro-
grammes offered at UniSIM, the co-
hort participation rate in 2020 is
likely tohit 50 per cent.

But Mr Heng emphasised that
with the SkillsFuture initiative,
courses and programmes should be
seen as “a means of building know-
ledge and skills, which can be deep-
lyinternalised and become a part of
one’s strength”, instead of a chase
for qualifications.
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Given the expansion of SIT and
the nature of SIT courses, sucha
campus will also enable active
interaction and engagement
among students, and between
students and their community
andindustry partners.
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MRHENG SWEE KEAT, Education Minister,
onbuilding a central campusforSIT
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