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MOH aims to increase intake of nursing students
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FEATURES SINGAPORE: The Ministry of Health {MOH) aims to expand the pool of locally trained
healthcare workers to address manpower shortage.
HEALTH

Cne target is to iIncrease the yearly intake of nursing students at tertiary institutions from
the current 1,700 to 2,000 by 2015,
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The tertiary insttutions include the National University of Singapore, Nanvang Folvtechmc,

= il : Lo : ;
|5eamh ey ﬂ Mgee &nn Polytechnic and Institute of Technical Education.

For allied health courses, the aim 15 ta raise the intake from 270 to 280 by 2014,

There are about 32,000 registered nurses in Singapore and two in 10 are foreigners.

YOURNEWS o :
A= Singapore move towards reducing it reliance on foreign manpower, expanding its
pipeline of local nursesz 1= a key focus.

E \Phone App There are now maore training places for nurses, 4 new nursing degree programme offered Video

E RlackBerry App by the Singapore Institute of Technology (SIT) in partnership with the University of

— . Manchester launched in September 2011 will offer upgrading cpportunities for nursing _
L Android App diploma graduates, adding to the pocl of degree-trained nurses. MOH aims to Increase
. intake of nursin
Mobile News bt ¢
; It al=o recently anncunced its partnership with an overzeas unversity, Trinty College sludernis
o R3S Crubhn; to offer degree programmes in physiotherapy and occcupational therapy which will
m eNewsletter be launched in September 2012.
However, industry experts =aid it remains a challenge to get local students to take up nursing.
Thiz could be due to a lack of avenues for skills upgrading.

Follow us on Twitter Tan Chek Ming, deputy president (Operationg), at SIT, said: "Before SIT came in, If you want to be a nurse with a deagree 1n Singapore.
vou only have one choice which 1= the Alice Lee Centre tor Mursing Studies and they take 1n mainly those with A-levels. If you are a
diploma nurse.... there's no opticn.
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"When 51T came v, we said we must create all these opportunities =0 that our polytechnic students can then have the cpportunity. Mow,
Facebook students will =ay 'oh wow, there's a path availlable now.' When the first batch of graduates comes out, they can go back to hospitals and
get higher pay and the adjustment toc commensurate the degree. Now, they are doing 3 bigger role; a better job and taking more
leaderzhip roles. That will then again inspire and attract more students to come in."

Zome nursing students =aid the imaaoe of the protezzion needs to be improved.
Pearlyn Mg, a third vear student at Alice Lee Centre for Nursing Studies, said; "In Singapore, when you mention nursing, they will have
this impreszsion that nursing is enly for pely or ITE graduatesz. But in cverseas, there are a lot of degree holders that are nurses. So 1

thunk it will take some time before they realize that nursing 1= a more 'up there' profession.”

Another student Zia Ul Hakim =aid: "I think studentz need to learn that nurzes den't just do manual labour but play a very crifical role in
patient cars.”

Az for doctors, MOH hopes to encourage those who are studying medicine overseas to return to Singapore by giving them a pre-
employment grant in arder to increase the pool of doctors here.

Eezides increasing the intake at National University of Singapore's Yong Loo Lin School of Medicine and Duke-NUS Graduate Medical
School, the opening of the Lee Kong Chian Schocol of Medicine at Manyang Technological University (NTU) 0 2013 will help to build up the
local traiming pipeline for doctors.

Together, the three =chools target to take in 300 students annually, up from the 330 students last yvear.

MUS alzo offers a master programme in speech and language pathology to train =peech therapists, Currently, the programme has 5

bienmal intake of 30 students, up from itz initial biennial intake of 20 students in 2007.
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