
Ms Sharlene Sou, SIT alumnus and founder of 
CoffeeSou, supports the SIT Bursary by sharing 
her passion for the drink

Coffee is in Her Blood

“I started drinking coffee at a very young age, and I 
remember my mother ordering a kopi ‘c’ siew dai for me,” 
said Ms Sharlene Sou, 24, who graduated from the Bachelor 
of Science in Hotel Administration (University of Nevada, 
Las Vegas) in 2013. 

Coffee is not something new in her family – her late 
grandmother owned a coffee shop and her father provides 
beverage solutions to offices. Now Ms Sou runs her own 
mobile coffee catering business, CoffeeSou (a pun on her 
surname, and kopi sou or coffee lady in Chinese dialect). 
While she only began in June 2015, Ms Sou has already 
worked with brands such as DirectAsia Insurance and Airbnb.

She got her start working at a café, Just Want Coffee, for 
about two years. She said, “This was a good place for me to 
start because they were very willing to share their knowledge 
with me.” 

Despite her mobile coffee catering business being only a 
few months old at that time, Ms Sou made the generous 

The warm-hearted support that faculty and staff at the Singapore Institute of Technology (SIT) have been giving the 
SIT Bursary has made it possible for at least 17 more financially disadvantaged students to benefit from the Bursary 
in the upcoming Academic Year 2016/17. 

Established in 2014, the SIT Bursary is one of the most accessible forms of financial aid for deserving students at SIT. 
It is being funded through collective giving from corporations, individuals, as well as SIT faculty and staff.

The Faculty & Staff Giving initiative was soft launched in November 2015, when two small roadshows were held at SIT@
Dover to raise awareness for the SIT Bursary. The first was held on 3 November at University Tower, where you tiao and 
coffee (courtesy of alumnus Ms Sharlene Sou, see main story above were served. At the second roadshow at Academic 
Plaza on 24 November, staff, faculty and students alike were treated to tau huay and chin chow and they found out more 
about the SIT Bursary.

decision to do her part for the SIT community by supplying 
complimentary coffee at the first roadshow to soft launch the 
SIT Faculty & Staff Giving initiative for the SIT Bursary (see 
story below). 

She said, “I think this is a good initiative, to help the not 
so privileged SIT students. Without SIT, there would have 
been no place for students with a hospitality diploma like 
myself to study Hospitality at a local university, so I have no 
hesitation in giving back.”

The roadshow was the first time that Ms Sou had visited 
the SIT@Dover campus or any SIT building, and she 
was pleasantly surprised to see familiar faces who still 
recognised her. When she was enrolled at SIT, the SIT@
Poly buildings were not yet completed, and her classes 
were held at the National Library Building. 

As she puts it, “It was very, very cool to be back.” As a result 
of her involvement with the roadshow, Ms Sou managed to 
get in touch with one of her former lecturers and this led to a 
happy reunion with her former classmates.

Ms Sou is concerned about the sustainability issues 
surrounding coffee. She is passionate about coffee farmers 
getting proper remuneration, especially when cafes sell 
coffees at exorbitant prices. She wants to experience 
picking coffee beans for herself so she is better able to 
appreciate the hard work of coffee farmers and learn more 
about the entire coffee process. 

While Ms Sou enjoys being out at events and the interaction 
that comes from serving a cup of coffee, she also hopes to be 
able to one day, get a café to call her own.

Ms Sharlene Sou (right), and fellow barista, Ms Sam Lai, with her coffee cart at SIT@
Dover during the Faculty & Staff Giving roadshow. For over two hours, they prepared 
as many cups of coffee SIT staff and faculty could drink, complete with latte art!

Faculty & Staff Give SIT Bursary Their Warm Support! 

Forms for giving to the SIT Bursary are available 
at the reception desk at University Tower, SIT@Dover.

To find out more about the SIT Bursary, do email us at 
Advancement@SingaporeTech.edu.sg or call us at 6592 2007 / 6592 1137.

Valued at $3,000 each, the SIT Bursary can help financially needy students 
cover some of their academic expenses. In the current Academic Year of 
2015/16, about 51% of SIT students require financial aid. The support shown 
for Faculty & Staff Giving will do more than help these disadvantaged 
students. It will also send a positive message to them, as well as the 
community at large, about the passion and commitment of SIT Faculty & 
Staff in nurturing students at SIT.
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Staff finding out more about the SIT Bursary at the first soft 
launch of Faculty & Staff Giving.


